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                                             Home Care Considerations

The future promises a greater integration of software with medical equipment used in the home.  This is true for diagnostics, monitoring, prevention and treatment of medical disorders.  Trends show a continued growth in the preference, utilization and complexity of medical equipment used in the home.  The use of medical equipment in the home presents numerous challenges, as it is not a controlled environment.  These concerns include (but are not limited to) the elements, power specifications and limitations, portability, availability and competence of caregivers, access to via non-conventional distribution sites, ongoing maintenance and unauthorized use.  A critical piece for future development of medical equipment/software intended for use in the home, is the identification and consideration of these unique concerns.
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